
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chapter Nine (9).


1. And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star [fallen
] from heaven unto the earth:  and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.


A.  The woes.


The remaining plagues are called woes, indicating an earthly power with close connections to the Gospel and its persecution thereof suffering these calamities, plagues, or woes.
  The plagues prior to the plagues called woes were acting on men but were not plagues that arose out of close association with and knowledge of the Gospel.  Now the remaining plagues are called woes because they arise within civil or worldly entities that are closely connected to the Gospel and yet persecutes the Gospel.  The woes are as follows:

1.  Jerusalem destroyed because of its persecution of the Gospel:  The Destroyer (the devil):  Jesus, as God and Risen and Ruling Lord, uses the dark forces of the abyss of the world to coral and restrain evil men (unbelievers, no seal on the forehead, namely, no Gospel because of their unbelief), in this case the destruction of Judah and Jerusalem – the Lord punishes evil with evil and, thereby, restrains it.
  The destroyer here is the devil who leads Judah and Jerusalem to destruction through the false doctrine of continuing to hew to Moses even though Moses directed the people to follow Jesus when He came.  Jesus gives him the name “destroyer”
 because the devil is a murderer through his false doctrine.  “Jesus said unto them, ... Ye are of your father the devil, and the lust of your father ye will do.  He was murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is not truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own
:  for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  St. John 8:42, 44.

2.  The Papacy destroyed because of its persecution of the Gospel.  The Papacy is connected to the Gospel and is also an illegitimate civil power because of its usurpation of the sword in the name of the Gospel.  Consequently, the Lord afflicts it through civil conflicts, e.g., the Turks, in order to restrain the Papacy and its persecution of the Gospel and the church, allowing the Gospel to flourish once again through the Lutheran Reformation.
  Ultimately the Papacy is consumed by the brightness of His coming (II Thessalonians 2).  The Papacy’s torments are similar to Jerusalem’s because it is a civil power that persecutes the Gospel.
  All, however, are not destroyed because believers also reside in the Papacy.

3.  The Final Judgement:  The Final Judgment puts a curb on the wicked because of its coming weighs on the minds of men and also the Final Judgment brings an end to any all evil unbelievers can inflict upon the Church.  “Death is the final judgment of God, and temporal death is for all impenitent sinners the entrance into eternal death.  God finally delivers those who have despised the earnestness and goodness of  God into death and destruction.”


B.  And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star [fallen] from heaven unto the earth.

This fallen star would be the star that fell earlier, Chapter 8:10-11, called “Wormwood” who is the devil.  He falls from heaven because Christ cast Him out by the Gospel.


C.  and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.

The bottomless pit is the world and the devil the prince thereof through the fall of Adam.  The devil is the prince of this world.  “Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world:  Now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.”  St. John 12:30 31-33.


The world is an abyss, a bottomless pit, because there is no bottom to the false paths of sin.  There are as many wrong paths to God as there are sinners and sins.  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way ... .”  Isaiah 53:6.  “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  Romans 3:10-12.  

Because the devil is the prince of this world, he has the key to the bottomless pit.  But here, the giving of the key is for the Divine purpose of God using the devil to turn back the enemies of His Gospel and the Church against the devil’s wishes.

2.  And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

A.  And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit.

The smoke here refers to the destruction of Jerusalem (war phenomena; see image below). When Jerusalem was destroyed by the insurrection and suppression of the insurrection by the Romans under General Titus, Jerusalem was razed and burned, the smoke filling the air and darkening sun and moon.  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fallen from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken ... .”


This turn of events is exceedingly saddening and dreadful.  For, as we’ve seen, these plagues are the Lord Himself fighting the enemies of the Gospel and His Church.  It is exceedingly sad and dreadful that Israel is now an enemy of the Church.  Israel was formerly Christ’s Church but now is lumped in with the kingdom of darkness because of their unbelief.  They were the people of the Promise.  They were the people from whom God would take His human nature in order to redeem the world but now they are lumped in with the opponents of God and His Messiah.  Israel and Jerusalem would now be included amongst the heathen in Psalm 2 who oppose God and His Messiah.
  “Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh:  the Lord shall have them in derision.  Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.”  Psalm 2:1-5.
  Now the Lord Himself turns His Hand against them as enemies of the Church along with the world, the flesh, and the devil.  What a terrible fall from glory.


Jesus articulates the reason for this repulse of Israel in the midst of His Passion.  Jesus opposes Israel mightily because they persecute the Gospel and His Church:

Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness:  and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.  They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.  Let their table become a snare before them:  and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap.
  Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake.  Pour thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.  Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.  For they persecute him whom thou has smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded
.  Add iniquity unto their iniquity:  and let them not come into thy righteousness.  Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.


B.  as the smoke of a great furnace.  

The density and volume of the smoke indicates the leveling and destruction of Jerusalem.  Josephus
 writes:

So he [Titus] gave orders to the soldiers both to burn and plunder the city; who did nothing indeed that day; but on the next day they set fire to the repository of the archives, to Acra, to the council-house, and to the place called Ophias; at which time the fire proceeded as far as the place of queen Helena, which was in the middle of Acra:  the lanes also were burnt down, as were also those houses that were full of dead bodies of such as were destroyed by famine. ... So now the last hope which supported the tyrants [the insurrectionists], and the crew of robbers who were with them, was in the caves and caverns under ground; whither, if they could once fly, they did not expect to be searched for; but endeavoured that, after the whole city should be destroyed, and the Romans gone away, they might come out again, and escape from them.  This was not better than a dream of theirs; for they were not able to lie hid either from God or from the Romans.  However, they depended on these underground subterfuges, and set more places on fire than did the Romans themselves; and those that fled out of their houses, thus set on fire, into ditches they killed without mercy, and pillaged them also; and if they discovered food belonging to anyone, they seized upon it and swallowed it down, together with their blood also; nay, they were now come to fight one with another about their plunder; and I cannot but think that, had not their destruction prevented it, their barbarity would have made them taste of even the dead bodies themselves.  ... and now the Romans set fire to the extreme parts of the city, and burnt them down, and entirely demolished its walls. ... Caesar [Titus] gave orders that they should now demolish the entire city and temple, but should leave as many of the towers standing as were of the greatest eminency; that is, Phasaelus, and Hippicus, and Mariamne, and so much of the wall as enclosed the city on the west side.  This wall was spared, in order to afford a camp for such as were to lie in garrison; as were the towers also spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of city it was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valour had subdued
; but for all the rest of the wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was let nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited.  This was the end which Jerusalem came by the madness of those that were for innovations; a city otherwise of great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind.

C.  and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit:  

[image: image1.wmf]


Because of the ash and dust hurled into the air, the sun was obscured and darkened.  The abyss’s forces, i.e., worldly forces, reduced Jerusalem to ashes and rubble.  The ash and soot darkening the sun and the air.  This end at the hands of Rome came as Moses wrote it would:

And he [a nation of fierce countenance, v. 50] shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, through all thy land:  and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates through all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.

The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:

Furthermore, he speaks of a great and terrible people that will come from afar, tearing down the walls of the cities of Israel, destroying and exterminating this nation.  Then there will be a great and unspeakable calamity and terror in the land, so that parents will slaughter their own children
 for food.  This was fulfilled literally, when the Romans besieged and destroyed Jerusalem.


D.  Jerusalem plagued along with the world, the flesh, and the devil, because Jerusalem, like the world, the flesh, and the devil, persecuted Christ and His Church and, sadly, are now numbered with them.  In the case of Jerusalem and Judah, it meant their end as a cosmopolitan city and nation.

While the destruction of Jerusalem was mentioned in the section on the seven seals, which was an outline of New Testament history, Jerusalem is here mentioned, sadly, as one of the enemies of Christ’s Church suffering at the plagues inflicted by Christ to preserve the Gospel and His Church.  This turn of events is deeply grievous, heart rending, and saddening.  For Israel was once Christ’s Church and the people of the Promise with a glorious history.  Now they find themselves lumped in with the world, the flesh, and the devil, to be plagued by God in order to restrain them and their assault on the Gospel and Christ’s Church.  St. John Chrysostom writes in a sermon from around the end of the 4th century:

But shall I relate to you the shocking case of the woman, that tragic tale?
 ... Did not the actual events cast all misery into the shade?  But shall I tell you of famines and pestilence?  One might speak of horrors without number:  nature was unknown; law unknown; they outdid wild beasts in ferocity.  True, these miseries came by the fate of wars; but because God, because Christ so willed it to be.  These facts will apply both against the Marcionites and against those who do not believe that there is a hell:  for they are sufficient to silence their impudence.  Are not these calamities more severe than the Babylonians? ... 
 Are not these sufferings more grievous than the famines of that time?  Yes, for [“never was the like from the beginning of the world”] “no, nor ever shall be such.”  (Matt. XXIV.21.)  And this as Christ’s own declaration.  In what sense then, think ye, is it said that Christ remitted them their sin? ... Perhaps it seems a commonplace question:  but do ye solve it.  – It is not possible to show anywhere, even in fiction, any thing like what the reality was here.  And had it been a Christian that wrote this history, the matter might be regarded with suspicion:  but if he was Jew, and a Jewish zealot, and after the Gospel, how can the meaning of the facts be otherwise than palpable to all men?  For you see the man, how everywhere, he always extols the concerns of the Jews. – There is therefore a hell, O man!  And God is good.
 


Jerusalem’s suffering was curtailed for the sake of the Church.  St. John Chrysostom writes in a sermon from around the 4th century:

“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved, there should no flesh be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. [St. Matthew 24:22].”  By these things He [Jesus] shows them to be deserving of a more grievous punishment than had been mentioned, speaking now of the days of the war and of that siege.  But what He saith is like this.  If, saith He, the war of the Romans against the city had prevailed further, all the Jews had perished (for by ‘no flesh’ here, He meaneth no Jewish flesh), both those abroad, and those at home.  For not only against those in Judea did they war, but also those that were dispersed everywhere they outlawed and banished, because of their hatred against the former.  But whom doth He here mean by the elect?  The believers that were shut up in the midst of them.  For that Jews may not say that because of the gospel, and the worship of Christ, these ills took place, He showeth, that so far from the believers being the cause, if it had not been for them, all had perished utterly.  For if God had permitted the war to be protracted, not so much as a remnant of the Jews had remained, but lest those of them who had become believers should perish together with the unbelieving Jews, He quickly put down the fighting, and gave an end tot he war.  Therefore He saith, “but for the elect’s sake they shall be shortened.”  But these things He said to leave an encouragement to those of them who were shut up in the midst of them, and to allow them to take breath, that they might not be in fear, as though they were to perish with them.  And if here so great is His care for them, that for their sakes others also are saved, and that for the sake of Christians remnants were left of the Jews, how great will be their honor in the time for their crowns?  By this He also encouraged them not to be distressed at their own dangers, since these others are suffering such things, and for not profit, but for evil upon their own head.


3.  And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth:  and unto them was given greater power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

A.  And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth.


This pestilence is reminiscent of God’s judgment against Judah in the days of the prophet Joel.  Joel describes the locust plague in terms of a human army, but as shall be seen, these locusts in Revelation Chapter 9 are not bugs but men, Roman troops descending upon Jerusalem.  The Apostle St. John describes this human army in terms of locusts, who gather in an overwhelming mass, which brings to mind the Roman military configuration called the phalanx (soldiers marching shoulder to should
) and its variations (e.g., legion, cohort).  

The prophet Joel writes of the locust pestilence:

The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run.  5Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.  6Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.  7They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.  9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

The Rev. Dr. Theodore Laetsch writes:

The first swarms of locusts in February, 1915, came “in such thick clouds as to obscure the sun for the time being” (National Geographic Magazine, 1014, p. 513).  And later the newly developed fliers passed over the Jordan Valley “in clouds sufficiently dense to darken the sun” (p. 544).  “The morning,” literally, the dawn; picturing either there swift advance, as the morning light speeds from crag to crag; or their greater number; or the semidarkness of the twilight, the dusk preceding the brightness of the day. “Great,” “strong,” both terms denote numerical or physical strength, their great number and their power to destroy. ... “Disastrous as they were in the country, equally obnoxious they become about the homes, crawling up thick upon the walls and squeezing in through cracks of closed doors or windows, entering the very dwelling rooms.  – Women frantically swept the walls and roofs of their homes, but to no avail.  –  They even fell into one’s shirt collar from the walls above. – A lady, after being away from home for half a day, returned with 110 of them concealed within the skirts.  Whenever touched, or especially when finding themselves caught within one’s clothes, they exuded from their mouths a dark fluid, an irritant to the skins and soiling the garments in a most disgusting manner.  Imagine the feeling (we speak from experience) with a dozen or two such creatures over an inch long, with sawlike legs and rough bodies, making a race course of your back!”


These locust, however, we shall see were not bugs but men, the Roman army sent to subdue Jerusalem in the mighty and grinding fashion Roman power overcame and conquered nations.  The prophet Daniel writes of this invincible, relentless power:

Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet ... .

B.  and unto them was given greater power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

Greater power as scorpions:  War is painful, but these forces inflict great pain because they involve not only the pain of war but also the protracted pain and suffering of a siege, with its depravation and starvation.  Just as a scorpion inflicts pain initially but also pain great, protracted, and increasing before it ends, so the siege inflicts pain that is initially great but also protracted pain great and increasing over time until the siege comes to a close.  The prophet Jeremiah writes of this suffering inflicted by protracted depravation of food and water:

They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunger:  for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field.


4.  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
A.  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree ... .


The destruction of Jerusalem, while an exceedingly sad, cataclysmic event, nevertheless is not the end of the world.  God’s creation remains.  God’s creation, as we’ve seen in earlier chapters
, does not oppose God’s work in the Gospel and does not oppose the Church.  The majority of the Jews, however, were, sadly, unbelieving and persecuted the Church.  Consequently, after 40 years to repent since murdering the Messiah
, the Lord brings the nation He created and cared for to a close.  Creation goes on to the end of the age while the Gospel enjoys its course throughout the world and human history.

B.  but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.


The Seal of God is the Gospel because it restores in men the Image of God and, through the restoration of the Image of God, life eternal.  Jesus prayed in His High Priestly prayer on the Eve of His Passion:

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

The Image of God means that man knows who the True God is and has a blessed relationship with Him.  In catechism we learned:

113.  What was the image of God?  The image of God consisted in this – A.  That man knew God and was perfectly happy in such knowledge.  263  [Ye] have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him.  Col. 3:10  B.  That man was perfectly holy and blessed.  264  Put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  Eph. 4:24. ...  114.  Does man still bear the image of God?  Man lost the image of God when he fell into sin.  In believers, a beginning of its renewal is made.  Only in heaven, however, will this image be fully restored.  265  [Adam] begat a son in his own likeness, after his image.  Gen. 5:3.  ... 266  I will behold Thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.  Ps. 17:15.
  

Luther writes that the Seal of God is the Gospel:

God has only one seal, and this He has set on Christ. On Him alone He has bestowed the Holy Spirit, so that all men should look only to Him. All of Holy Writ points solely to Him, attesting that He alone possesses seal and letter; for He is the exemplar, ...  made, given, and offered to be our sole help. Thus God Himself spoke from heaven (Matt. 17:5): “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” Since God has put His seal exclusively on Him, we are obliged to lend ear to Him and to accept Him alone. Now if someone should come along and present a doctor other than Christ—as the sophists do today when they call attention to your works, even quoting Scriptural passages which seem to say that good works merit forgiveness of sins, for example, Dan. 4:27: “Redeem your sins with alms” ... — then you must reply: “Away with you! Produce letter and seal in evidence! This verse refutes your words. Here we read that God the Father set His seal only on Christ, the Son. In the face of this, what do you propose to achieve with your good works and with your seal? This is written in Holy Writ. What other source is as trustworthy? If you remove and tear off this seal, you have no use for Christ. Therefore go and test whether God the Father has put His seal on the message which someone is proclaiming to you and asking you to accept. If you fail to find this, rip the seal off.


While some of those have the Seal of God died when Jerusalem fell, none perished because they possessed saving faith.  Only the unbelievers amongst the Jews perished because of their unbelief, as we’ve already seen from Psalm 69 above.
  Even so, many unbelieving Jews were spared  because of those who have the Seal of God.  Jesus states:

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:  but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.

God’s elect are those who have the Seal of God, namely, Christians because they have saving faith through the Gospel.  St. John Chrysostom writes in a sermon from around the 4th century:

“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved, there should no flesh be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. [St. Matthew 24:22].”  By these things He [Jesus] shows them to be deserving of a more grievous punishment than had been mentioned, speaking now of the days of the war and of that siege.  But what He saith is like this.  If, saith He, the war of the Romans against the city had prevailed further, all the Jews had perished (for by ‘no flesh’ here, He meaneth no Jewish flesh), both those abroad, and those at home.  For not only against those in Judea did they war, but also those that were dispersed everywhere they outlawed and banished, because of their hatred against the former.  But whom doth He here mean by the elect?  The believers that were shut up in the midst of them.  For that Jews may not say that because of the gospel, and the worship of Christ, these ills took place, He showeth, that so far from the believers being the cause, if it had not been for them, all had perished utterly.  For if God had permitted the war to be protracted, not so much as a remnant of the Jews had remained, but lest those of them who had become believers should perish together with the unbelieving Jews, He quickly put down the fighting, and gave an end tot he war.  Therefore He saith, “but for the elect’s sake they shall be shortened.”  But these things He said to leave an encouragement to those of them who were shut up in the midst of them, and to allow them to take breath, that they might not be in fear, as though they were to perish with them.  And if here so great is His care for them, that for their sakes others also are saved, and that for the sake of Christians remnants were left of the Jews, how great will be their honor in the time for their crowns?  By this He also encouraged them not to be distressed at their own dangers, since these others are suffering such things, and for not profit, but for evil upon their own head.


Christians are not harmed by these calamitous events because they possess saving faith.  No matter that circumstances, whether good or bad, Christians enjoy a blessed death because they have saving faith through the Gospel.


5.  And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months:  and their torment was as the torment of the scorpion, when he striketh a man.


A.  Five months:


The siege of Jerusalem did not go on forever but came to a close early, as noted above for the sake of the elect, and so all did not perish.


B.  Torment as the torment of a scorpion:


As noted above, the torment of a scorpion is immediate and protracted.  So the siege of Jerusalem provided immediate pain but also protracted pain because of the siege. 


6.  And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.


A.  And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it:  


Jesus states regarding the siege of Jerusalem and its wake:  “Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.”
  Men desired to die because of the exceeding pain and suffering of the siege of Jerusalem.


B.  and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them:  


The protracted pain of the siege does not lead to an immediate relief of the suffering but rather a slow, fleeting death at best.  Going back to what the prophet Jeremiah wrote in Lamentations about the nature of a siege we read:

They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunger:  for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field.


7.  And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horse prepared unto battle; and on their head were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.

A.  And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horse prepared unto battle:


As we’ve seen from the locusts described in the prophet Joel, they had similarities to armies.  These locusts, however, as we’ve noted, were not bugs resembling armies but, indeed, are human armies, the devastating army of the Roman Empire army that conquered the Mediterranean, the Middle East, and Europe.

B.  and on their head were as it were crowns like gold:


Crowns are regal, indicating their authority is the authority of the State and, therefore, Divine.  In this case, the authority is Caesar, who is God’s servant.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

Then saith he [Jesus] unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.

The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. ... For he is the minister of God to thee for good.

C.  and their faces were as the faces of men:  


Whereas the locusts in Joel likens the locusts to men, the locusts here are likened to men because they are human armies not insect armies.


8.  And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.

A.  And they had hair as the hair of women:


Hair of women reminds that this great power they enjoyed came from God as did Samson with his hair.
  This power of Rome is Divine because God institutes governments to maintain order on earth.

B.  and their teeth were as the teeth of lions:


The teeth of a lion are effective weapons.  This metaphor refers to the great effective power of Rome.  The prophet Daniel writes of Rome’s power:

Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet ... .


9.  And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.


A.  And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron:


Iron breastplates were a part of Roman armor.

B.  and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle:


Roman chariots were part of the Roman army, the metaphor of wing sounds used to indicate their great number and, therefore, another powerful component of the great Roman army.


10.  And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.

A.  And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails:


The sting of a scorpion reminds that the initial strike is painful but also the pain endures and grows over time until it finally fades away.  Such also is the nature of a siege, as already noted above.

B.  and their power was to hurt men five months:


The siege of Jerusalem did not go on forever, but came to a close with the fall and end of Jerusalem in AD 70.  Chaim Potok writes of this period, lasting roughly from December AD 69 to September AD 70:

Then the legions of Vespasian
 put forward their own commander as emperor [of Rome].  After a brief and bloody civil war, during which the temple of  Jupiter in Rome was destroyed by fire, Vespasian became emperor of Rome.  That was in late December 69 C.E. [common era, the modern replacement for AD, which is Latin {anno domini} for “Year of the Lord {Jesus}”], 822 years after the traditional date of the founding of the city.  He sent his eldest son, Titus, to complete the campaign in Judea. ... The walls of the northern section of the city were breached by May 30.  The Romans built a siege wall around the city in the first days of July to starve out the remaining defenders.  The city became a horror of famine and death.  The dead were thrown over the wall into the valleys below and lay unburied. ... On August 6 the daily sacrifice ceased in the temple.  It had been offered every morning for more than five hundred years save for the period of Syrian persecution when an abomination had occupied the Holy of Holies.  It would begin after dawn with the cry of the herald that awakened the sleepers:  “Priests to the service and Levites to the platform. ...”  In the middle of August the porticoes of the temple were burned.  In the last week of August the temple was penetrated by legionaries.  The pitiful remnant of Jewish fighters fought on in by inch, certain of the saving miracle from God that would come at the last moment.  The temple caught fire.  It was about the ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av
, around the same day as the destruction of the first temple nearly seven hundred years before.  Modern historians do not know if the fire was an accident or was set on the order of Titus. ... The temple continued to burn.  It took another month of fighting before the remainder of the city was captured.


11.  And they had a king over them, which is, the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.


A.  And they had a king over them, which is, the angel of the bottomless pit:


Their king is the devil because Rome was a pagan power, unbelievers, who are subject to the prince of this world because they reject the Gospel.  Even so, Caesar carried out God’s wishes to turn back the enemies of the Gospel and the Church even though their king is the devil.


The bottomless pit is the world (see verse 1. C. above).

B.  whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon:


The devil is called the “destroyer”
 because he murders men by his false doctrine.  The Apostle St. John writes:

 Jesus said unto them, ... Ye are of your father the devil, and the lust of your father ye will do.  He was murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is not truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own
 ... . 


Jesus is called the Destroyer in Exodus 12:23:  “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”  Jesus is called the Destroyer because He is God who determines life and death.  “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  Revelation 1:18.  Again, in the Gospel of St. Matthew Jesus says God determines life and death, “And fear not, them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:  but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  St. Matthew 10:28.  The devil is called the destroyer not because he holds the power of life and death but because he leads men astray into death by his false doctrine.  The name Apollyon drives from the Greek word apollumi, which means “to destroy”.  Abbadon comes from the Hebrew word ’avad, which means “to perish”.


12.  One woe is past; and, behold, there come two more hereafter.  13.  And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God ... .

This altar is the altar of God in glory.


14.  Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the greater river Euphrates.

The Euphrates River in the Middle East was the site of several great worldly powers in the days of Israel, namely, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia.
  The Lord raises up a great civil worldly power to afflict this next enemy of the Gospel, the Antichrist, the Papacy.  This great worldly power is Islam.
  Because the Papacy has illegitimately fashioned itself a civic world power, the Lord used Islam to afflict the Papacy civically, diverting its attention and power and, thereby, diverting it from fully persecuting the Restoration of the Pure Teaching of the Gospel in the Lutheran Reformation, and diverting his civic weapon of the sword away from the Reformation in order that it succeed and flourish.


14.  Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.  15.  And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.


The four angels command an army to slay one third (the Divine but alien work of God against the wicked
) of men.  This work Islam does to weaken the grip the Papacy has on the Church through its abuse of the civil power.  The Papacy abused the Office of the Keys so power and riches would accrue to it.  The Lutheran Church confesses:


The greater excommunication, as the Pope calls it, we regard only as a civil penalty, and it does not concern us ministers of the Church.  But the lesser, that is, the true Christian excommunication, consists in this, that manifest and obstinate sinners are not admitted to the Sacrament and other communion of the Church until they amend their levies and avoid sin.  And ministers ought not to mingle secular punishment, or excommunication.


16.  And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand:  and I heard the number of them.


Islam arose in the eastern Roman Empire and conquered the eastern Roman Empire, North Africa, and eventually made its way into portions of Europe.  It was a great power with the accompanying great armies.


17.  And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone:  and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.

A.  and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone.


Breastplates of fire, jacinth (an orange gemstone, orange resembling fire), and brimstone, the fiery rock, indicating the fierce intensity of Islam.


B.  and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions.

The horses with lions’ heads indicate an army swift and strong.  Such swiftness and strength characterized the armies of Islam as the swept over the countries of the Middle East and others in the Mediterranean.

C.  and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.

Fire issues from their mouths because fire is all-consuming, reflecting the nature of the order for which they work.  Islam is a totalitarian system, namely, one must not only submit to the civil authority outwardly as one normally would, but also to the civil authority in thought, word, and deed, because Islam is a civic and religious order; Islam is a theocracy.  Islam is pictured with fire because it is all consuming; it governs the entire man, outwardly and inwardly, in thought, word, and deed.  One author writes:


There is still clearer statement of Muhammad’s mission:  “I have been commanded to fight against people till they testify that there is no god but Allah, that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and they establish prayer, and pay Zakat [tax] and if they do it, their blood and property are guaranteed protection on my behalf” ... .


18.  By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.


By the sword of Islam, the Papacy’s attention and power were diverted, allowing the Reformation and the Pure Preaching of the Gospel to be restored.  The Augsburg Confession states in its introduction the historical forces behind the Diet at Augsburg in 1530, namely, the threat of Islam, the Turks at that moment being at the gates of Vienna:

Most Invincible Emperor, Caesar Augustus, Most Clement Lord:  Inasmuch as your imperial majesty has summoned a Diet of the Empire here at Augsburg to deliberate concerning measures against the Turk, that most atrocious, hereditary, and ancient enemy of the Christian name and religion, in what way, namely, effectually to withstand his furor and assaults by strong and lasting military provision ... .


Regarding the significance of The Augsburg Confession in the sweep of history, the Rev. Dr. Friedrich Bente writes:

J. T. Mueller
 says:  “Luther called the Diet of Augsburg ‘the last trumpet before Judgment Day’; hence we may well call the confession there made the blast of the trumpet, which, indeed, has gone forth into all lands, even as the Gospel of God, which it proclaims in is purity.”


This understanding fits in well with the outline of the three woes:  

1. 

The fall of Jerusalem.  

2. 

The fall of the Papacy and the restoration of the Gospel through the Lutheran 



Reformation.

3. 

The end of the age.


Martin Chemnitz, the Second Martin of the Reformation
, writes of the historical significance of the Lutheran Reformation in relation to the Papacy as the world leader of the anti-Christian forces:

To this question the Tridentine [the Council of Trent] decrees give a two fold answer:  (1)  They deny that the justification of a sinner is solely the remission of sins.  And they pronounce many anathemas if anyone says that men are righteous before God through the righteousness of Christ, or that men are justified solely through the imputation of the righteousness of Christ, or solely through the remission of sins, or that they are justified by grace, that is, alone through the favor of God, or the mercy of God, who forgives for Christ’s sake.  (2)  They affirm that the justification of the ungodly before God to life eternal is not solely the remission of sins but also the sanctification of the inner man.  And they maintain that the only formal cause of justification is the righteousness donated to us by God, by which we are renewed in the spirit of our mind, so that we are not only reputed to be, but truly are called, and are, righteous, receiving righteousness in ourselves, which they said the love inhering in us, which the Holy Spirit works in us through the merit of the Passion of Christ. ... For if he will only undertake a comparison, both negatively and positively, of that teaching which has been handed down in Scripture with that which is set forth in the decrees of the Synod of Trent, he will see that they are diametrically opposed to each other; for what Scripture denies, that the Council of Trent asserts to be our justification before God to life eternal.  And again, what Scripture affirms, that the council not only denies but violently condemns, so that we can truly declare that it is the kind of council which is described in Ps. 2:  “The have gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.”


19.  For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails; for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them do they hurt.


A.  For their power is in their mouth:  


Because Islam is a religion, its power comes through the preaching of its doctrine.


B.  and in their tails; for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them do they hurt.  


Islam’s power to injure lies in its false doctrine regarding the Holy Trinity, the Messiah, and the Gospel.  Islam leads men not to the Salvation of the Gospel but the false doctrine of Allah by the prophet Mohammed.  This power originated with the devil (the serpent) who murdered the souls of men through false doctrine.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus said unto them, ... Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:  for he is a liar, and the father of it.

The Lutheran Church confesses that false doctrine arises from the devil and poisons souls:

In a word, enthusiasm
 inheres in Adam and his children from the beginning [from the first fall] to the end of the world, [its poison] having been implanted and infused into them by the old dragon, and is the origin, power [life], and strength of all heresy, especially of that of the Papacy and Mahomet.  Therefore we ought and must constantly maintain this point, that God does not wish to deal with us otherwise than through the spoken Word and the Sacraments.  It is the devil himself whatsoever is extolled as Spirit without the Word and Sacraments.
 


20.  And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:  which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:  21.  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.

The Apostle St. John lists the sins of those who survived the weakening of the Papacy by these attacks yet, after listing their sins, he becomes abruptly silent.  The Apostle St. John knows their fate is obvious and needn’t be articulated, the aposiopesis
 form of expression bringing the point home vividly.  Those who escaped the Turks nevertheless met their end in the last judgment because they continued in their sins outside and in opposition to the Gospel.

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment ... .

�


The Destruction of Jerusalem.


Ercole de Roberti.





	�“Not ‘fall,’ as the KJV.  Luther, gefallen.”  Daniel Poellet, Revelation, p. 9, footnote 1.


	�While my noting of these plagues being identified also as woes does not follow Dr. Brighton’s, he does note this distinction in the plagues.  “The revelations of the fifth and sixth trumpet-angels are called woes ... .  This set them off from the plagues revealed by the first four trumpet-angels and indicates their greater seriousness.”  The Rev. Dr. Louis Brighton, Revelation, p. 235.  


	Dr. Brighton is correct regarding “their greater seriousness.”  Their greater seriousness lies in their close connection to and rejection and persecution of the Gospel.  Jerusalem was obviously connected to the Gospel, having committed to them the “oracles of God” (Romans 3:1), but rejected and persecuted the Gospel.  The Papacy set up shop within the Gospel because he set up shop in the Church (see Luther below) and persecuted the Gospel.  Finally, at the end of the world, men are condemned for their rejection and persecution of the Gospel.


	“Wherever the substance of the Word and the sacraments abides, therefore, there the holy church is present, even though Antichrist may reign there; for he takes his seat not in a stable of fiends or in a pigpen or in a congregation of unbelievers but in the highest and holiest place possible, namely, in the temple of God (2Thess. 2:4). Thus our brief answer to this question is this: The church is universal throughout the world, wherever the Gospel of God and the sacraments are present. The Jews, the Turks, and the fanatics are not the church, because they oppose and deny these things.”  Martin Luther, Luther's Works, Vol. 26, p. 25, underscore added.


	All of the uses of the expression of “woe” in the New Testament correspond to calamities arising from despising the Gospel. 


	St. Matthew 11:21 ff (St. Luke13;10 ff):  Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, rejected Jesus and the Gospel in spite of the great miracles performed in those cities.  


	St. Matthew 18:7 (St. Luke 17:1 ff):  Calamity befalls those who create offenses that cause men to stumble at the Gospel. 


	St. Matthew 23:13 ff (St. Luke 11:39 ff):  The Pharisees, scribes, and lawyers, turn people away from the Gospel to destruction.


	St. Matthew 24:19 (St. Mark 13:17 ff; St. Luke 21:23):  Jerusalem destroyed in A.D. 70 because it despised and persecuted the Gospel.  


	St. Matthew 26:24 (St. Mark 14:21; St. Luke 22:22):  Judas perishes because he rejects and persecutes the Savior.    


	St. Luke 6:24 ff:  People perish with their worldly goods their only passing reward because they despise the Gospel.


	I Corinthians 9:16:  Woe ensues if the Apostle St. Paul does not preach the Gospel.


	Jude 11:  Woe ensues in the wake of unbelief.


	�“According to Scripture, God in His righteous judgment punishes sin with sin.  We read Rom. 1:24-28:  ‘Wherefore [because of their idolatry] God also gave them up to uncleanness ... unto vile affections ... to a reprobate mind.’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p. 491.


	�Jesus is called the Destroyer in Exodus 12:23:  “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”  Jesus is called the Destroyer because He is God who determines life and death.  “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  Revelation 1:18.  	


	�The Greek expression Jesus uses here for “his own” is “ek [out] toon idiotoon [his own things] lalei [is he speaking].”  Evil is peculiar to fallen creation, whether it be an angel like the devil or men.  Consequently, when Judas committed suicide, he went not to a place of God’s making but of his own making.  “... Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”  Acts 1:25.  The expression for “his own place” is “kat’ idian”.  This expression “his own place” shares a common word, idios, with Jesus’ description of the devil speaking out of “his own”.  idios “belonging to an individual” (A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other Early Christian Literature, Walter Bauer, trs. William F. Arndt, F. Wilbur Gingrich, second edition, revised and augment, F. Wilbur Gingrich, Frederick W. Danker, Chicago and London:  The University of Chicago Press, 1979,  p. 369).  This expression shows that when men commit evil or perish, it is their own doing not God’s.


	�“J. T. Mueller says:  ‘Luther called the Diet of Augsburg “the last trumpet before Judgment Day”; hence we may well call the confession there made the blast of the trumpet, which, indeed, has gone forth into all lands, even as the Gospel of God, which it proclaims in is purity.’”  The Rev. Dr. Friedrich Bente, Historical Introductions tot he Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Concordia Triglotta, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1921, p.23.


	�“V. 7.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work; only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  V. 8.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming ... .It is probably that Paul is referring to the fact that no bishop could attain to temporal power and honor as long as the Roman emperors could inaugurate persecutions.  When, however, this restriction would be removed, the hidden opposition to Christ, the lawlessness, would break forth:  And then the Lawless One will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of His mouth, and He shall make an end of him b the appearing of His coming. ... The revealing of Antichrist as such took place through the Reformation of Luther.  When he brought forth the everlasting Gospel out of the darkness of centuries, it was an easy matter for every Bible Christian to recognize the antichristian character of the Roman papacy and to withdraw from its soul-destroying influence.  But the end is not yet; for though Antichrist has now been revealed and exposed before all the world, and though the Lord Jesus, through the breath of His mouth, through the sword of the Spirit in the Word, is counteracting the work of Antichrist and destroying his work in many instances, the final destruction will come only at the appearance of His coming.  When the Lord returns , visibly and with a full revelation of His divine glory, He will put an end to the arrogance of Antichrist forever and give hm his punishment with all evil doers.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The New Testament, Vol. II, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 362, 363.


	�The Rev. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Volume I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 81.  Dr. Stoeckhardt is commenting on the final plague that struck Pharaoh’s Egypt.


	“And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:  but rather fear him which is able to destroy [apolesai] both soul and body in hell.”  St. Matthew 10:28, transliterated Greek in brackets added. 


	�St. Matthew 24:29.


	�Psalm 2 is a Messianic Psalm.  “Of the Eternal Sonship of the Messiah.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, Vol. II, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 61.


	�This passage would also apply to the Papacy because of its condemnation of the doctrine of justification, namely, its condemnation and persecution of the Gospel, as well as the calamities similar to Jerusalem’s because it condemns and persecutes the Gospel.  “To this question the Tridentine [the Council of Trent] decrees give a two fold answer:  (1)  They deny that the justification of a sinner is solely the remission of sins.  And they pronounce many anathemas if anyone says that men are righteous before God through the righteousness of Christ, or that men are justified solely through the imputation of the righteousness of Christ, or solely through the remission of sins, or that they are justified by grace, that is, alone through the favor of God, or the mercy of God, who forgives for Christ’s sake.  (2)  They affirm that the justification of the ungodly before God to life eternal is not solely the remission of sins but also the sanctification of the inner man.  And they maintain that the only formal cause of justification is the righteousness donated to us by God, by which we are renewed in the spirit of our mind, so that we are not only reputed to be, but truly are called, and are, righteous, receiving righteousness in ourselves, which they said the love inhering in us, which the Holy Spirit works in us through the merit of the Passion of Christ. ... For if he will only undertake a comparison, both negatively and positively, of that teaching which has been handed down in Scripture with that which is set forth in the decrees of the Synod of Trent, he will see that they are diametrically opposed to each other; for what Scripture denies, that the Council of Trent asserts to be our justification before God to life eternal.  And again, what Scripture affirms, that the council not only denies but violently condemns, so that we can truly declare that it is the kind of council which is described in Ps. 2:  ‘The have gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.’”  Martin Chemnitz, Examination of the Council of Trent, Part, tr. Fred Kramer, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 514, 515, amplification in brackets and underscore added.


	The Papacy anathematized the Gospel through the Council of Trent (1563):  “If anyone says that justifying faith is nothing else than trust in divine mercy, which remits sins for Christ’s sake, or that it is this trust alone by which we are justified, let him be anathema.”  Cannon XII, From the Decree of the Sixth Session of the Council of Trent, Martin Chemnitz, Examination of the Council of Trent, tr. Fred Kramer, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, p.460.


	�This fits perfectly Joseph’s description of Jerusalem suddenly besieged by Titus’s armies:  “... for they were come up from all the country to the feast of unleavened bread, and were on a sudden shut up by an army, which, at the very first, occasioned so great a straitness among them, that there came a pestilential destruction, and soon afterward such famine as destroyed them more suddenly.”  ibid., pp. 587, 588, underscore added. 


	�Namely, the Church, whom they persecuted.  “And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations ... .”  Isaiah 66:19.  The Signs is the Gospel.  Those who escape (flee, fugitives) are Christians (the Church) persecuted by the Jews because of the Gospel (the Sign).


	�Psalm 69:20-28, underscore added.  Psalm 69 is a Messianic Psalm.  “Des Messias Gebet in seinem Leiden.”  (The Messiah’s Prayer in His Suffering.)  Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers (The Bible or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Martin Luther), St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 588. 


	“The psalm speaks literally about the suffering of the Lord in His own person.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 10, p. 351.


	“But we ask:  who is it that is speaking, sighing, and praying in Ps. 40 and 69?  It is not David, nor for that matter any other pious servant of God, but is Christ, the Son of David.  Ps. 40, 7:  ‘Then said I, Lo, I come:  in the volume of the book it is written of me’ puts it beyond shadow of a doubt that the Messiah is speaking all the words of Ps. 40.  The Messiah is He who is coming.  What is written in the book, in Scriptures concerns and refers to the Messiah alone.  See Heb. 10, 7.  And the words contained in Ps. 69, 9:  ‘For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me’, which in the New Testament, in John 2, 17 and Rom. 15,3 are referred explicitly to Christ, attest that Christ is the Subject of Ps. 69.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Christ in Old Testament Prophecy, tr. the Rev. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 11.


	“We cannot comprehend this anguish of Christ, for it is with us just as it was with the apostles, who slept and slumbered through it all. ... One has various types from the saints in the Old Testament on practically every aspect of Christ’s sufferings.  But, regarding this inner (spiritual agony) and pain, one actually has no type.  One would like to point to the fact that Jonah says that while in the belly of the ‘whale-fish’ ... he cried out from the belly of hell, thinking that he was forsaken before the eyes of God, [and] that his soul despaired within him, Jonah 2.  David, also, sometimes complained about the anguish in his heart; however, it is all to be regarded as nothing compared to the spiritual sufferings of Christ; as insignificant as a tiny drop compared to a huge ocean.”  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard, An Explanation of the History of the Suffering and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ, tr. Elmer M. Hohle, ed. David O. Berger, Malone, TX:  Repristination Press, 1999, p. 63.


	�“JOSEPHUS, or more accurately Joseph ben Matthias, was born the year Gaius (better known as Caligula) ascended to the throne of the Roman Empire, A.D. 37, and died sometime after A.D. 100.  He was the son of a priestly family and through his Hasmonean mother could boast of royal blood. ... In brief we can divide his life into two parts, each about thirty-three years in length:  the first half could be described as the life of Joseph ben Matthias and Jewish priest, general, and prisoner; the second half, with some reservations, as the life of Flavius Josephus the Roman citizen and author.  In all fairness we must add that even the Roman Josephus was a Jew and was doubtless writing to honor his fellow countrymen and to defend Judaism.  He never regained the confidence of his own people, however, and even down to modern times has been looked upon as a renegade.”  Josephus:  Complete Works, tr. William Whiston, Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Kregel Publishing, rpr. 1985, Foreword, p. VII.


	�This point is particularly galling because Israel had the Creator, the God of Heaven and Earth, including the Romans, on their side and yet they forfeited His Protection to be subdued by puny Roman valor.  Formerly world empires, e.g., Egypt, were subdued by Israel.  Now Israel is subdued by world empires.  This terrible turn of events came about because Israel abandoned their Great Protector, the God of heaven and earth, the Holy Trinity.


	�The Wars of the Jews, Josephus, Complete Works, tr. William Whiston, Grand Rapids:  Kregel Publications, reprinted 1985, Book VI, Chapter VI.3, 585, Book VI, Chapter VII.2, p. 585, Book VI, Chapter IX.1, p. 587, Book VII, Chapter I.1, p. 589, amplification in brackets added.		


	�Deuteronomy 28:52, amplification in brackets added.  


	�Moses also describes the unspeakable acts committed in the famine erupting out the insurrection and the siege.  “And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of  thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee ... .”  Deuteronomy 28:53.  Josephus writes:  “As soon as she had said this, she slew her son; and then roasted him, and ate the one half of him, and kept the other half by her concealed.”  The Wars of the Jews, Josephus, Complete Works, tr. William Whiston, Grand Rapids:  Kregel Publications, reprinted 1985, Book VI, Chapter 3, p. 579.    


	“JOSEPHUS, or more accurately Joseph ben Matthias, was born the year Gaius (better known as Caligula) ascended to the throne of the Roman Empire, A.D. 37, and died sometime after A.D. 100.  He was the son of a priestly family and through his Hasmonean mother could boast of royal blood. ... In brief we can divide his life into two parts, each about thirty-three years in length:  the first half could be described as the life of Joseph ben Matthias and Jewish priest, general, and prisoner; the second half, with some reservations, as the life of Flavius Josephus the Roman citizen and author.  In all fairness we must add that even the Roman Josephus was a Jew and was doubtless writing to honor his fellow countrymen and to defend Judaism.  He never regained the confidence of his own people, however, and even down to modern times has been looked upon as a renegade.”  Josephus:  Complete Works, tr. William Whiston, Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Kregel Publishing, rpr. 1985, Foreword, p. VII.


	�The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 150.


	�See footnote 14 above.  St. John Chysostom here refers to Josephus’s account of the fall of Jerusalem and its destruction.


	�The editors add these citation from St. John Chrysostom:  “Against the Marcionites, he says:  You say that the God of the Old Testament is a cruel God:  whereas Christ, the good God, is all mildness.  Yet was not the Roman judgment upon the Jews inflicted by Him?  And was it not beyond comparison more ruthless ... than the Babylonian or any former judgment, inflicted, as you say, by the God of the Old Testament?”  A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Saint Chrysostom:  Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans, ed. Philip Schaff, Volume XI. Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted September 1980,  p. 35 footnote 2.  


	�A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Saint Chrysostom:  Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans, ed. Philip Schaff, Volume XI. Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted September 1980,  p. 35.


	�A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Saint Chrysostom:  Homilies on the Gospel of St. Matthews, ed. Philip Schaff, Volume XI. Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted May 1986,  pp. 457, 458, amplification in brackets and underscore added.  


	�“an ancient military formation of infantry in close and deep ranks with shields joined together and spears overlapping.”  Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, p. 1343, s. v. “phalanx”.


	�Joel 2:4-11.


	�Bible Commentary:  The Minor Prophets, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 119, 120.


	“So faithful is Joel’s account that even today its accuracy and vividness is freely acknowledged.  In the December, 1915, issue of The National Geographic Magazine (XXVIII, NO. 6) John D. Whiting writes of an interesting manner an eyewitness account of a similar locust plague covering all of Palestine and Syria, from the border of Egypt to the Taurus Mountains.  After quoting Joel 1:2-6 he begins his article:  ‘Thus Joel, writing some seven or eight hundred years B. C., begins his description of a locust plague, which then as now must have laid waste this land.  We marvel how this ancient writer could have given so graphic and true a description of a devastation caused by locusts in so condensed a form’ (p. 511).”  Bible Commentary:  The Minor Prophets, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 119, 120.  


	�Daniel 7:19.  Compared what Moses wrote:  “And he [a nation of fierce countenance, v. 50] shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, through all thy land:  and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates through all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.”


	“Furthermore, he speaks of a great and terrible people that will come from afar, tearing down the walls of the cities of Israel, destroying and exterminating this nation.  Then there will be a great and unspeakable calamity and terror in the land, so that parents will slaughter their own children for food.  This was fulfilled literally, when the Romans besieged and destroyed Jerusalem.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 150.  


	�Lamentations 4:9.


	�e.g., Revelation 4:6.  “And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal:  and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beast full of eyes before and behind.”  


	These living creatures indicates God’s kingdom of power.  “C.  As my King, Christ with His almighty power rules over all creatures, governs and protects His Church, and finally leads it to glory.  331  All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.  Matt. 28:18.  (The Kingdom of Power. – All creatures.)”  The plenitude of eyes indicates God’s omniscience, namely, even though it is His kingdom of power, it is not bereft of God’s presence and knowledge and not merely material matter.  God’s omnipotence and omniscience and pressed into the Service of building His Church (Psalm 2) because the living creatures are quintessentially coordinate at the Throne of God with the 24 elders and sing God’s praises.


	�“... Christ prayed for His crucifers:  Father, forgive them, He says, for they know not what they do, the first word which Christ spoke on the cross.  In the Old Testament, as the sacrifice was being offered, the high priest at the same time had to instruct the people about its true benefit.  Christ, the High Priest of the New Testament, also does this; and He teaches that this His sacrifice is intended for the forgiveness of sins.  Also, since Christ suffered not for himself but for us ... He, as it were, forgets His agony and concerns Himself with us human beings and prays that God would forgive us for what we were doing to Him.  He thus here portrays Himself as our true Advocate, 1 John 2, who pleads on our behalf before the heavenly Father with the power of His sacrifice.  He holds before Him, as it were, His wounds and petitions that God would allow His wrath to abate.  Just as in those times Christ’s petition was so powerful that many of those who helped crucify Him were converted and the remainder were given forty more whole years in which to repent, ... so now Christ’s intercession retains its power to this very day.  For we should not think that Christ was praying [only] for the Jews and soldiers who at that timed [sic] crucified Him.  Rather, this prayer applies to us all.  He was crucified for the sake of all our sins, Isa. 53; and with our sins we caused Him pain and effort, Isa. 43.  And if we still at times go forth with confidence (brashness) and don’t realize what we are doing – that is, we don’t realize the consequence of lying in sin, nor do we consider what a serious matter the wrath of God is – behold, with His intercession Christ presents the very best and obtains so much that God grants time for repentance and does not so quickly destroy with His wrath.  Ponder here also the incomprehensible patience of Christ, how He in His distress also prayed for His worst enemies who dealt with  Him so pitiably and horribly.  They had affixed Him with nails so hat He could do not other good for them.  Only His tongue remained which even so, because of torture, stuck to the roof of His mouth, Psa. 22.  Yet, He used it still to pray for His crucifers.  Indeed, how distant are those from this example of Christ who do not pray for their enemies.  Even more distant are those who return evil with evil.  Farthest away of all are those who deliberately offend their neighbors.  From this, God graciously preserve us.  Amen.”  An Explanation of the History of the Suffering and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the four evangelists, presented so that we may be awakened in the knowledge of the love of Christ and may blessedly grow according to the inner man, tr. Elmer M. Hohle, ed. David O. Berger, Malone, TX:  Repristination Press, pp. 243, 244, underscore added.  


	�St. John 17:3.


	�The Small Catechism, pp. 96, 97. 


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 23, pp. 16, 17.


	�See citation nine on pages four and five above.


	�St. Matthew 24:21-22.


	�A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Saint Chrysostom:  Homilies on the Gospel of St. Matthews, ed. Philip Schaff, Volume XI. Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted May 1986,  pp. 457, 458, amplification in brackets and underscore added.  


	�St. Luke 23:30.


	�Lamentations 4:9.


	�St. Matthew 22:21, amplification in brackets added.


	�Romans 13:3, 4.


	�“Then he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb:  if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”  Judges 16:17.  “Although Samson had recognized the evil intentions of Delilah and the Philistines, yet he finally revealed to her his heart and told her wherein his great strength consisted, namely, in his hair, which he had allowed to grown in his dedication to God.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 197.


	�Daniel 7:19.  Compared what Moses wrote:  “And he [a nation of fierce countenance, v. 50] shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustest, through all thy land:  and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates through all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.”


	“Furthermore, he speaks of a great and terrible people that will come from afar, tearing down the walls of the cities of Israel, destroying and exterminating this nation.  Then there will be a great and unspeakable calamity and terror in the land, so that parents will slaughter their own children for food.  This was fulfilled literally, when the Romans besieged and destroyed Jerusalem.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 150.  


	�“Revolts under [Emperor] Nero in A.D. 68 ended the so-called Julio-Claudian dynasty (of Augustus’ wife’s family) and installed the ‘Flavians’ – Vespasian, a popular general, succeeded by his sons Titus and Domitian.”  The Columbia History of the World, eds. John A. Garraty, Peter Gay, New York, Evanston, San Francisco, London:  1981 Dorset Press, Third Dorset Printing, 1984, p. 210, amplification in brackets added.


	�“Hebrew month began with new moon.  Before exile designated by number; named after exile: ... Ab (July-August). ... .”  Erwin Lueker,  The Concordia Bible Dictionary, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, p. 135., s. v. “time”.


	�Wanderings:  Chaim Potok’s History of the Jews, New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1978, p. 218, amplification in brackets and braces added.


	Chaim Potok, born 17 February 1929, died 23 July 2002, was a rabbi and a popular writer, as well as the author of the scholarly book Wanderings:  Chaim Potok’s History of the Jews.


	�Jesus is called the Destroyer in Exodus 12:23:  “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”  Jesus is called the Destroyer because He is God who determines life and death.  “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  Revelation 1:18.  The devil is called the destroyer not because he holds the power of life and death but because he leads men astray into death by his false doctrine.


	�The Greek expression Jesus uses here for “his own” is “ek [out] toon idiotoon [his own things] lalei [is he speaking].”  Evil is peculiar to fallen creation, whether it be an angel like the devil or men.  Consequently, when Judas committed suicide, he went not to a place of God’s making but of his own making.  “... Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”  Acts 1:25.  The expression for “his own place” is “kat’ idian”.  This expression “his own place” shares a common word, idios, with Jesus’ description of the devil speaking out of “his own”.  idios “belonging to an individual” (A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other Early Christian Literature, Walter Bauer, trs. William F. Arndt, F. Wilbur Gingrich, second edition, revised and augment, F. Wilbur Gingrich, Frederick W. Danker, Chicago and London:  The University of Chicago Press, 1979,  p. 369).  This expression shows that when men commit evil or perish, it is their own doing not God’s.


	�“The Euphrates in southwest Asia is 1,700 miles long.  It flows south through eastern Turkey, northeast Syria, and western Iraq to join the Tigris, which is east of it.  In this area the great world powers of the Old Testament, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia, had their beginnings.  By association with them the river Euphrates takes on the larger significance  and symbolism of world domination in its grass roots (Cf. Rev. 16:12).”  The Rev. Luther Poellet, Revelation, p. 129.


	�“A common interpretation of this prophecy looks for its fulfillment in the hordes of the Saracens, or Mohammadans, whose waves conquest engulfed much of Asia, Africa, and Europe and brought death also to countless Christians.  Their havoc may have been in partial fulfillment of this prophecy, which speaks in a larger way of fatal punishment of the impenitent whenever and wherever God directs and permits.”  The Rev. Luther Poellet, Revelation, p. 130.


	�The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V summoned that diet of Augsburg in 1530 because of the threat from Islam.  “Most Invincible Emperor, Caesar Augustus, Most Clement Lord:  Inasmuch as your imperial majesty has summoned a Diet of the Empire here at Augsburg to deliberate concerning measures against the Turk, that most atrocious, hereditary, and ancient enemy of the Christian name and religion, in what way, namely, effectually to withstand his furor and assaults by strong and lasting military provision ... .”  The Augsburg Confession,   Preface to the Emperor Charles V.1, 2, Triglotta, p. 39.


	�One third recurs throughout most of the plagues.  Why use this fraction to describe the partial destruction of something?  This fraction is used to remind that this is in fact the work of the Holy Trinity but it is not His Natural Work but His alien work, hence, the fraction, an odd expression for the Trinity.  


	The number three reminds of the Holy Trinity, one God in Three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  The fraction, however, seems different, attention getting.  What does it mean?  The fraction, 1/3, is used in order to remind us that while, indeed, these plagues are the work of God, the answer of God to the prayers of the Church to preserve the Gospel and the Church, it, nevertheless, is not His Natural Work, which is to save and give comfort, but His alien work, which is to preach wrath.  Isaiah writes, “For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.”  Isaiah 28:21.  The Lutheran Church confesses, “Therefore the Spirit of Christ must not only comfort, but also through the office of the Law reprove the world of sin, John 16, 8, and thus must do in the New Testament, as the prophet says, Is. 28, 21, opus alienum [alien work], ut facitat opus proprium [in order that {ut} He do {faciat} His Own {proprium} Work {opus}], that is, He must doe the work of another (reprove), in order that He may {afterwards} do His own work which is to comfort and preach of grace.  For to this end He was earned [from the Father] and sent to us by Christ, and for this reason, too, He is called the Comforter, as Dr. Luther has explained in his exposition of the gospel for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, in the following words:  Anything that preaches concerning our sins and God’s wrath, let it be done how or when it will, that is all a preaching of the Law.  Again, the Gospel is such a preaching as shows and gives nothing else that grace and forgiveness in Christ, although it is true and right that the apostles and preachers of the gospel (as Christ Himself also did) confirm the preaching of the Law, and begin it with those who do not yet acknowledge their sins nor are terrified at [by the sense of] God’s wrath; as He says, John 16, 8:  ‘The Holy Ghost will reprove the world of sin because they believe not on Me.’  yea, what more forcible, more terrible declaration and preaching of God’s wrath against sin is there than just the suffering and death of Christ, His Sons?  But as long as all this preaches God’s wrath and terrifies men, it is not yet the preaching of the Gospel nor Christ’s own preaching, but that of Moses and the Law against the impenitent.  For the Gospel and Christ were never ordained and give for the purpose of terrifying and condemning, but of comforting and cheering those who are terrified and timid.  And again:  Christ says, John 16, 8:  ‘The Holy Ghost will reprove the world of sin’; which cannot be done except through the explanation of the Law.”


	Hence, the fraction, 1/3, is used to drawn our attention to the fact that while this work is, indeed, the work for the Holy Trinity, it is not natural to Him.  His Natural Work is to save men from sin and to give comfort to sinners through the Gospel of the Passion of Christ.  The Holy Trinity only engages in this unnatural work in order to bring reveal to men their dyer predicament because of their sin and to bring men to salvation in Christ.


	�The Smalcald Articles.  Part III.  Article IX.  Triglotta, p. 497.  Because the Papacy seeks to impose religious dogma through the power of the sword, he differs little from Judaism and Islam, who likewise seek to impose their religious dogma through the power of the state.  “The Jews ask no more of their Messiah than that he be a Kokhba [Simon Bar Kokhba {Bar Kokhba is Aramaic for “Son of the Star” and is based on the Messianic passage Numbers 24:17}, a leader of the Jewish rebellion against Rome c. AD 135, some who believed he was the Messiah] and worldly king who will slay us Christians and share out the world among the Jews and make them lords, and who finally will die like other kings, and his children after him.  ...  This coincides entirely with the thoughts and teachings of Muhammad.  He kills us Christians as the Jews would like to do, occupies the land, and takes over our property, our joys and pleasures.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 47, pp. 292, 293, amplification in brackets and braces added.


	�Ram Swarup, Understanding Hadith, The Sacred Traditions of Islam, New York:  Prometheus Boosk, 2002, p. 14.


	�The Augsburg Confession,   Preface to the Emperor Charles V.1, 2, Triglotta, p. 39.


	�“Mueller, John Theodore.  B. April 5, 1885, in Town Freedom, Waseca County, Minn.; graduated at St. Louis 1907; professor at New Orleans, La., 1907-11; at Wittenberg, Wis., 1911-3; pastor at Hubbell, Mich. 1913-7; Ottawa, Ill. 1917-1920; professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis., since 1920 ... .”  Concordia Cyclopedia, eds. Ludwig Fuerbring, Theodore Engelder, P. E. Kretzmann, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, p. 845, s. v. “Mueller, John Theodore”. 


	�The Rev. Dr. Friedrich Bente, Historical Introductions tot he Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Concordia Triglotta, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1921, p. 23.


	�“Chemnitz, Martin, Lutheran theologian.  B. 1522 ... He took the leading part in getting out the Formula of Concord, and the Catalog of Testimonies, which is appended to the Symbolical Books, is essentially his work.... Together with Selnecker and Kirchner, Chemnitz, in 1582, published an Apology of the Book of Concord. ... The most learned theologian of his time was mourned by the whole Lutheran Church; his importance is seen in the Catholic saying that if Chemnitz had not come, Luther had not stood.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, pp. 127, 128, s.v. Chemnitz, Martin.  “‘If the Second Martin had not come, the first would not have prevailed. – 17th Century Adage.’”  The Second Martin:  The Life and Theology of Martin Chemnitz, The Rev. Dr. J. A. O. Preus, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, back cover.


	�Martin Chemnitz, Examination of the Council of Trent, Part, tr. Fred Kramer, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 514, 515, amplification in brackets and underscore added. 





	�St. John 8:42, 44.


	�Enthusiasm means “God within” (Greek: ’en [in] theos [God]).  “originally, supernatural inspiration or possession; inspired prophetic or poetic ecstasy.”  Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, p. 607, s.v. “enthusiasm”.  The usage in the Lutheran Confessions refers to the false teaching that God speaks to men without the Word, i.e. by means other than Holy Scripture.  “In general, all who divorce the operation of the Holy Ghost from the Word of Scripture make private or immediate revelations their principle in theology.  It is essentially correct to embrace them all under the general title ... ‘enthusiasts’ ... .”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p. 208.  Dr. Pieper was President of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod from 1899-1911. 


	�The Smalcald Articles, Article VIII.  Confession.9, 10, 11, Triglotta, p. 497, underscore added.


	�“in rhetoric , the sudden breaking off of a discourse before it is ended and passing over something as if unable or unwilling to tell it.”  Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, p. 87, s. v. “aposiopesis”.  A famous uses of this form of expression occurs in the movie Star Wars by the antagonist Darth Vader:  “I sense something… a presence I haven’t felt since…”  Darth Vader, Star Wars:  A New Hope, 1977.


	�Hebrews 9:27.










